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S cripture:  Ac ts  2 :14–36;  Romans 8 :18–25;  1  Cor inthians  15:12–28; 
Coloss ians  3 :1–11 

B ased on:  “A  Resurrec t ion That  M atters,” by  J .  R .  Daniel  K i rk , 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  to d a y,  Apr i l  2010

Our salvation before God stands on the Cross, yes. 
But it is also founded on something more.

A ResuRRection 
thAt MAtteRs

o ne of the hallmarks of evangelical 
faith is that we are cruci-centric, 
or “Cross-centered.” And that’s not a 
bad thing. Rather than focusing the 

Christian life on merely the example of Jesus’ life 
and earthly ministry, evangelicals look to his death 
as the sine qua non of our salvation. Without Jesus’ death, 
there is no access to heaven for sinners and no hope for lasting moral 
improvement. Author J. R. Daniel Kirk, in “A Resurrection That 
Matters,” was a leader at his InterVarsity group in college and had 
much the same Cross-centered outlook. Yet one Easter he came to 
realize that his theology was missing something very important—the 
Resurrection. “One day as I was walking back to my dorm,” Kirk says, 
“it dawned on me that the gospel as I understood it had no need for 
Jesus to be raised from the dead.” Does your gospel have room for 
the Resurrection? This study will help show you why it should.
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This Bible study can be used for an individual 
or a group. If you intend to lead a group study, 
follow these simple suggestions.

how to use this 
ResouRce foR A 
gRoup study

1Make enough copies of the article for everyone                                      
in the group. If you would like your group to have                             

more information, feel free to copy the leader’s guide for them instead.

2Don’t feel that you have to use all the material in the study. Almost all of 
our studies have more information than you can get through in one 

session, so feel free to pick and choose the teaching information and 
questions that will meet the needs of your group. Use the teaching content of 
the study in any of these ways: for your own background and information; to 
read aloud (or summarize) to the group; for the group to read silently.

3Make sure your group agrees to complete confidentiality. This is essential 
to getting people to open up.

4When working through the questions, be willing to make yourself 
vulnerable. It ’s important for your group to know that others share their 

experiences. Make honesty and openness a priority in your group.

5Begin and end the session in prayer.
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Part 1 identify the cuRRent issue
N o t e  t o  l e a d e r :  Pr o v i d e  e a c h  p e r s o n  w i t h  “A  R e s u r r e c t i o n  T h a t  M a t t e r s ”  
f r o m  C h r i s t i a n i t y  to d a y ,  i n c l u d e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  s t u d y.

Christians celebrate Christmas and Easter with joy. But, truth be told, we’re more 
into the former than the latter—and it isn’t just because of the presents. The message 
of Christmas—“God with us”—though deep, is clear. The message of Easter—“He is 
risen”—though equally deep, is less clear. That’s partly because Christ’s resurrection 
is always paired with his death and rarely is considered on its own. We know the 
significance of his advent and his death, but Jesus’ resurrection seems like an add-on—a 
happy circumstance, no doubt, but of limited value to us today. After all, Christians don’t 
commonly rise from the dead, even though they are reborn spiritually. As Kirk asks, 
“What is so important about Easter?”

Discussion Starters:
[Q] What’s your favorite holiday on the Christian calendar? Why?

[Q] In a nutshell, why did Jesus rise from the dead?

[Q] As you consider the theological significance of the Resurrection, how would you 
differentiate it from the death of Christ on the cross?

[Q] What difference would you say the Resurrection has made in your life?

Part 2 discoveR the eteRnAl pRinciples
Teaching Point One: The Resurrection enthroned Jesus as the Messiah.

At Christmas we celebrate the enfleshment of the eternal Son of God. We see his 
Incarnation as the only change in status of the Second Person of the Trinity. But the 
apostle Peter’s first sermon in the Book of Acts points out that the first Easter carried 
with it a change in status for Jesus: enthronement. “To be God’s anointed, the Christ, 
is to be at least in part the human descendant of David,” Kirk notes. “And so we find 
Peter, in the first sermon preached after Jesus’ resurrection, insisting on three things: (1) 
During his life on earth, Jesus was a man to whom God testified through wonders and 
miracles; (2) King David prophesied that the Messiah would be enthroned when God 
raised him from the dead; and (3) God has, in fact, made Jesus both Lord and Messiah 
by raising him and thereby enthroning him.” 

www.christianbiblestudies.com


Christianity Today Bible Study
A ResuRRection thAt MAtteRs
L e a d e r ’s  G u i d e

©2010 Christianity Today International  ChristianBibleStudies.com
4

This sermon, preached before an international throng of Jewish pilgrims in Jerusalem, 
exalted the risen Lord and laid the foundation for the infant church’s growth. Read about 
it in Acts 2:14–36.

[Q] Responding to the jibe that the divinely inspired disciples are drunk (v. 13), Peter 
speaks up, saying that the manifestations of the Spirit are confirmed in the prophecy 
of Joel (vv. 14–21). List the spiritual signs, the heavenly signs, and the prediction. Why 
is the Old Testament an important witness to the events in this chapter? 

[Q] Having just described the what and the why, Peter moves on to the who (vv. 
22–24). What signs attesting to who Jesus was would the hearers have been aware of? 

[Q] In verse 23, who had a hand in the death of Christ, and why is each important? 

[Q] Peter returns to Scripture, moving to David, from whom the Messiah would 
come (vv. 25–28). Is this section prophesying about Christ’s death or resurrection? 

• What reasons are given for David’s expressions of joy?

[Q] Then Peter moves from David to Jesus, again using Scripture to prove his point 
(vv. 29–36). It’s clear this Scripture does not ultimately refer to David (v. 29). What 
are the reasons it does refer to Jesus (vv. 30–35)? 

Optional Activity: The focus of  Peter ’s  sermon was explaining who 
Christ  is  by talking about the Resurrection.  Ask the group how they have 
shared the gospel  with someone. What methods have they used? What 
worked and what didn’t? How might they use the Resurrection to share 
Christ? Role play such a situation.

Teaching Point Two: Jesus’ resurrection guarantees ours.

In George Frederic Handel’s magnificent Messiah symphony (played during Christmas 
and Easter), the great composer quotes from 1 Corinthians 15, the great New Testament 
chapter on the Resurrection. “Now is Christ risen from the dead,” sings the choir, “. . . the 
firstfruits of them that [sleep].” By “firstfruits” Paul means that Jesus is “the first of many 
others who would be raised from the dead.”1   

Kirk explains the connection this way: “God has promised future embodied life on a new 
earth. The only way to take hold of this promise is to be joined to the resurrected Lord. 
Christian hope is more than wishful thinking, because the future on which we have set 
our hearts has already begun with Jesus’ resurrection. He is now what we shall be.”

1 ESV Study Bible, note on 15:20, p. 2214.
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Read 1 Corinthians 15:12–28.

In the fractious church at Corinth, some were claiming that there is no bodily resurrection 
for followers of Christ (v. 12). Paul carefully shows the Corinthians, and us, that just as 
Christ was raised physically, so we too will be raised physically. It’s a package deal. Instead 
of arguing philosophically, however, that we will be raised, Paul points to the empty tomb. 
How, he asks, can we think our future state will be any different from what happened to 
Jesus?

[Q] Why is our future state linked to Jesus’ resurrection (vv. 12–13)?

[Q] What are the consequences for us if Christ has not been raised (vv. 14–18)? 

[Q] Verse 20 calls Christ the “firstfruits.” Explain what the following passages tell 
you about what this means: Exodus 23:19; Leviticus 23:10; Deuteronomy 18:4; and 
Nehemiah 10:35. 

[Q] In vv. 21–22, the contrast is between the effect of Adam’s choice (death) and 
the effect of Christ’s, which undoes the curse (life). It is a fresh start. How does this 
perspective help you as you contemplate your own death or that of a loved one?

[Q] Next Paul sketches out the order of this fresh start for believers (vv. 23–28): 
Christ rises, Christ rules, Christ comes and raises his people, Christ destroys all false 
powers (including death), Christ delivers the kingdom to the Father. How does this 
narrative place the Resurrection in context? What is the ultimate goal? 

Teaching Point Three: The resurrection will encompass Creation in 
the future, allowing us to bear up under suffering now.

As implied above, God’s fresh start is not some ethereal, disembodied Platonic existence. 
It includes the world around us. “The future for which we long and hope is the moment 
when God recreates this world and populates it with renewed, embodied people,” Kirk 
writes. “Resurrection tells us that a new creation is coming. The resurrection of Jesus tells 
us that this new creation has already begun.” How does this perspective of the future 
change the way we live now, especially with regard to the persistent suffering we face in 
our fallen world?

Read Romans 8:18–25.

[Q] Paul says the sufferings of the present are not worth comparing with the coming 
glory (v. 18). Describe a time when you trained hard and won an athletic competition, 
or studied hard and aced a test or won an award. Was all the sweat worth it? What 
made the effort bearable? 
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[Q] We often hear the world around us called “nature” or “the environment.” Paul, 
however, calls it “creation,” emphasizing its relation to the Creator and his purposes  
(v. 19). What does this passage tell us about creation and our relationship with it? 

[Q] Why was creation subjected to futility? What does this encompass, and who did 
it (vv. 20–21)? 

[Q] Where is creation headed? How does this knowledge of the future inform our 
care for the world around us today?

[Q] Paul uses a vivid picture to describe the current time of waiting (vv. 22–23): 
groaning with the pains of childbirth. If you’ve experienced childbirth, how did pain 
and pleasure go together?

• How might that relate to our future bodily resurrection and the restoration     
of creation?

[Q] How do hope and patience work together in these in-between times (vv. 24–25).

Teaching Point Four: Our resurrection begins today.

Yet the story for Christians is not all about waiting. In some sense the resurrection has 
already started to break in. “In 2 Corinthians 5,” Kirk says, “Paul places followers of Jesus 
within a new creation that has already begun: ‘. . . the old has gone, the new has come!’ 
This is the reality brought about by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. The old 
powers have been defeated, the old self has been crucified, and the futility of creation 
is being undone. A new king is lord, the new self has been raised, and the creation is 
catching a glimpse of an eternity with hope.” Read Colossians 3:1–11, in which Paul 
teases out the implications of this already-but-not-yet paradox.

[Q] According to verses 1–4, what are we told to seek? Why are we told to do it? 
What is our ultimate reward?

[Q] Make a list of the various commands (vv. 5, 8–10). Which are negative, and 
which are positive?

[Q] What are the reasons given for this new focus (vv. 6–7, 11)? How many involve 
God, and how many involve us? 
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Part 3 Apply youR findings
The resurrection is no mere add-on to our faith as followers of Christ. The resurrection, 
already experienced by Jesus and promised to his people, is central. Without it, we have no 
hope for the future. With it, our current lives can be transformed. So the resurrection happens 
then, now, and later; yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Though Jesus was the incarnate Son of God, he was enthroned as the messianic Lord and 
King by virtue of his resurrection, confirming the Bible’s ancient witness. The resurrection 
of Jesus also guarantees our eventual resurrection because we are united to him as the second 
Adam. And this resurrection has global reach, pointing us to the ultimate transformation of 
creation while encouraging us to stand firm amid suffering. Finally, because our resurrection is 
a settled (but not yet realized) fact, we can begin to live as if we are already raised, saying no to 
sin and yes to God.

The resurrected Jesus provides us with our marching orders. Kirk says, “Only after being 
raised from the dead can Jesus say, ‘All authority has been given to me; therefore, go!’ From his 
first appearance to Mary in the garden to his last appearance to Paul on the road to Damascus, 
when the resurrected Jesus appears, he almost always sends. The vocation and mission of the 
church as a sent people depends on the resurrected Jesus as our sender.” Jesus has raised us; are 
we ready?

Action Point: List  all  the miracles of  Jesus you can think of  that attest 
to who he is.  In an extended time of prayer,  praise him as Lord and Christ 
for each one.

 — Stan Guthrie is author of Missions in the Third Millennium: 21 Key    
      Trends for the 21st Century and of the forthcoming All That Jesus Asks:    
      How His Questions Can Teach and Transform Us (Baker). A CT editor    
       at large, he writes a column for BreakPoint.org and blogs at stanguthrie.com. 
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RecoMMended ResouRces
¿ ChristianBibleStudies.com

• For more studies on the Resurrection, go to ChristianBibleStudies.com:            
http://bit.ly/aH04tN. 

  
¨ Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the 
Church, N. T. Wright (HarperOne, 2008). Wright convincingly argues that what we 
believe about life after death directly affects what we believe about life before death. 
For if God intends to renew the whole creation—and if this has already begun in Jesus’ 
resurrection—the church cannot stop at “saving souls” but must anticipate the eventual 
renewal by working for God’s kingdom in the wider world, bringing healing and hope in 
the present life. 

¨ Unlocking Romans: Resurrection and the Justification of God, by J. R. Daniel Kirk 
(Eerdmans, 2008). Kirk describes resurrection as central to the theology of Paul and to 
the pivotal book of Romans.

¨ Missions in the Third Millennium: 21 Key Trends in the 21st Century, by Stan Guthrie 
(Paternoster, 2nd edition 2005). Facts and analysis to help you become a faithful, 
informed, and effective advocate for God’s global mission.

¿ Go to www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1141 for the online 
video, “Why Does the Resurrection Make a Difference?” The video features a discussion 
between Lee Strobel and Jerry Johnston. 

www.christianbiblestudies.com
http://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies
http://bit.ly/aH04tN
www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1141




n the spring  of my senior year in college, I was deeply 
immersed in the rhythms of Christian life. I was a leader in 
InterVarsity, participated regularly in a Bible study with other 
seminary-bound friends, set my Sundays aside for worship 
and rest, and read more than my fair share of extracurricular 
Christian books. As Easter approached, I began rehearsing the 
importance of Jesus’ resurrection. I knew that for Paul and the 
other New Testament writers, there could be no Christianity 
without it. Yet one day as I was walking back to my dorm, it 
dawned on me that the gospel as I understood it had no need 
for Jesus to be raised from the dead.

The story of salvation as I had learned it was, in its entirety, 
about the Cross. I would teach other students about the Romans 

Road to salvation and the Romans 6:23 bridge diagram. What each of these 
captured beautifully was that we had a sin problem that God overcame 
with the cross of Christ. But each presentation also omitted the Resurrec-
tion entirely. And why not? Once our debt has been paid, what else could 
we possibly need?

What is so important about Easter? 

Jesus holds human destiny
The most important thing to say is somewhat shocking at first  
blush. At his resurrection, Jesus becomes something that he 
was not before. Jesus becomes the enthroned king of the 
world—the Messiah. But isn’t the Jesus we meet on the 
pages of the Gospels also the Messiah? Yes and no. 

Jesus in the Gospels is like David in the Book 
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of 1 Samuel. He has received God’s anointing as the chosen king, but 
another king is currently on the throne. The story of the Gospels 
is one in which Jesus inaugurates a new reign of God and deals a 
deathblow to the imposter king through his death on the cross. If the 
Cross is the defeat of the old king, the Resurrection is the enthrone-
ment of the new. Jesus now literally sits in the space that the kings 
of Israel had figuratively occupied before him: at the right hand of 
God. Though the preexistent Christ has always been God’s agent in 
the creation and rule of the world, the human Jesus is now joined 
to that role as Lord and king over all.

This is the logic behind Jesus’ claim in the Great Commission: 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matt. 
28:18–20). At the Resurrection, Jesus has become the Messiah, the 
Christ, God’s anointed ruler of the earth.

To be God’s anointed, the Christ, is to be at least in part the 
human descendant of David. And so we find Peter, in the first sermon 
preached after Jesus’ resurrection, insisting on three things: (1) During 
his life on earth, Jesus was a man to whom God testified through 

wonders and miracles; (2) King David prophesied that the Messiah 
would be enthroned when God raised him from the dead; and (3) 
God has, in fact, made Jesus both Lord and Messiah by raising him 
and thereby enthroning him.

Having vanquished the Enemy, who had usurped authority over all 
the kingdoms of the world (Luke 4:5–8), Jesus reclaims for humanity 
its original purpose: to rule the world on God’s behalf (Gen. 1:26–28). 
This is one reason why we find Paul referring to the resurrected 
Jesus as the second and last Adam. But as the last Adam, Jesus also 
holds humanity’s destiny in his hands.

intRuding on the pResent
When we speak of human destiny, we are of course speaking of the 
future. The New Testament is clear that God has a future for this 
world, and that the transformation of humans is a crucial component 
of what lies in store. 

What are the implications of Jesus being our forerunner in res-
urrection life? The New Testament leads us to understand that the 
hopes and expectations of God’s people are now hidden in Christ. 
In other words, the only way to take hold of God’s promises for the 
future is to take hold of the resurrected Jesus in the present.

So, for example, God has promised future embodied life on a new 
earth. The only way to take hold of this promise is to be joined to 
the resurrected Lord. Christian hope is more than wishful thinking, 
because the future on which we have set our hearts has already begun 
with Jesus’ resurrection. He is now what we shall be.

But our present life is also determined by Jesus’ resurrection. 
When we claim that we are even now God’s children, that God is 
growing us up into obedience, and that we are already justified, what 
we are saying in part is that the future laid up for us in the resurrected 
Christ is intruding on the present.

Why is it that we Christians can confidently affirm our identity as 
God’s children, members of his family? The short answer is that we 
have received the Spirit of sonship (Rom. 8:15). But if we continue to 
probe, we discover that this Spirit is none other than the Spirit who 
sets Jesus apart as God’s Son by raising him from the dead. Jesus’ 
resurrection by the Spirit begins the re-creation of God’s family. 
When we receive the Spirit of sonship, we are receiving the Spirit 
of Jesus, the resurrected Son of God.

The idea that we are God’s children draws us back to Genesis 1. 
When God creates humans to rule, he creates them to reign in his 
stead as his beloved children. This is the significance of the language 
of “image and likeness.” So when Jesus reclaims the mantle of lord-
ship over the world, he simultaneously reopens the door into God’s 
family. As we are renewed after the image of the resurrected Son, 
we are drawn into God’s family as God’s children and Jesus’ sisters 
and brothers (Rom. 8:29).

As God’s children, we are also called to be imitators of our heavenly 
Father. One of the richest explanations of resurrection that we find in 

Scripture is the promise that our future resurrection life bears fruit 
in the present. Jesus’ resurrection leads Paul to use turns of phrase 
such as “walk in newness of life,” and “present yourselves to God as 
those alive from the dead.” In the mystery of God’s economy, the fact 
that Jesus’ resurrection guarantees our future resurrection means 
that our present lives already bear signs of the future. God renews 
us in obedience and sanctification now, but both are foretastes of 
the life we will know only when we are raised from the dead. That 
future has begun in the obedience that the Spirit of the resurrected 
Christ works in us today.

JustifiCation and the empty tomb
Somewhat closer to the heart of the gospel, justification is also a 
function of Jesus’ resurrection.

In order to get at this, we need to hold two things together. First, 
justification is a way of talking about our standing before God’s judg-
ment seat. Those who have been justified are those who have been 
vindicated or acquitted in the judgment. Then we need to see that 
resurrection was often understood as a gift God would give to those 
whom he justified. Resurrection is God’s reward to the faithful, par-
ticularly those who had been faithful to the point of death. 

In such a scenario, Jesus’ resurrection functions as his justification 
in the courtroom of God. Jesus was mocked as a would-be king and 
sentenced to death for claiming to be the man at God’s right hand. 
God vindicates Jesus’ claims, judging him to be faithful and true, 
by enthroning him at his right hand. Thus, as 1 Timothy 3:16 puts it, 
Jesus was “vindicated by the Spirit.”

So when we proclaim that by faith in Christ we have been justified, 
we are saying two things about ourselves: (1) God’s future word of 
judgment has been pronounced in the present; and (2) this judgment 
is a foretaste of our resurrection that we receive now because we 

The fact that Jesus’ resurrection guarantees our future  
resurrection means that our present lives already  

bear signs of the future. 
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participate in Jesus’ resurrection.
These are a few examples that could be multiplied several 

times over. When we speak of Jesus’ resurrection, we are 
not talking only about Jesus’ present but also about our 
future and the ways that our future is breaking into the world 
in which we now live. In between Jesus’ present and 
our future are the lives that 
play out the drama we will 
perform with full truth 
and beauty only when 
our bodies are raised 
from death.

CReation with 
a futuRe
At a couple of points, we have turned to the 
creation stories in order to make sense of Jesus’ 
resurrection. This is not a coincidence. Resurrection 
and new creation are inseparable. The future for which 
we long and hope is the moment when God recreates this 
world and populates it with renewed, embodied people. Resur-
rection tells us that a new creation is coming. The resurrection of 
Jesus tells us that this new creation has already begun.

We most clearly see the connection between Jesus’ resurrection 
and the coming new creation in Romans 8. There Paul depicts the 
created order as an active participant in the drama that moves from 
suffering to resurrection life. Creation groans, says Paul. But 
these are not the pangs of death, but rather the pangs of 
new life. Creation groans as it awaits a new birth and the 
resurrection of God’s children.

The idea of groaning connects creation to God’s people 
and the Spirit. Paul says that we ourselves groan while we await 
our adoption as God’s children, which is our resurrection. He 
then goes on to say that the Spirit groans in prayer. These prayers 
are uttered in accordance with God’s desire that we be conformed 
to the image of his resurrected Son.

Creation’s part in the symphony of groaning tells us that the 
created order has a future in the coming resurrection. But if this 
creation is groaning for redemption as we ourselves are, then we 
discover, to the surprise of many, that the fate of this world is not 
destruction but redemption.

The implications of this are vast. For one, if creation is to be 
redeemed, then we are not free to view any of our work in this world 
as just a lot of brass polishing on the Titanic. Because Jesus is the 
last Adam, he and those who are his siblings assume the vocation 
of the first Adam to rule, subdue, and fill the entire created order. 
The resurrection of Jesus tells us that God has given up on neither 
humanity nor the creation we were created to rule on God’s behalf. 
In the mysterious economy of God, what we do here on earth is of 
eternal consequence. 

This plea to work in the present as though it mattered for the 
future is nothing less than the call to take hold of creation’s destiny 
and bring it to bear on the present. What is true of us is also true of 
the wider order: the future is already dawning.

In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul places followers of Jesus within a new 

creation that has already begun: “. . . the old has gone, the new 
has come!” This is the reality brought about by the resur-

rection of Jesus from the dead. The old powers have 
been defeated, the old self has been crucified, and 
the futility of creation is being undone. A new king is 
lord, the new self has been raised, and the creation 

is catching a glimpse of an eternity with hope. 

sent people
There is one more way in which the resurrection of Jesus 

transforms our understanding of what God has called us to. 
The resurrected Jesus is the one who has the authority to 

send us out to the ends of the earth with the assurance that we 
will not labor in vain.

Matthew is representative of the other Gospels. Only after being 
raised from the dead can Jesus say, “All authority has been given to 
me; therefore, go!” From his first appearance to Mary in the garden 
to his last appearance to Paul on the road to Damascus, when the 
resurrected Jesus appears, he almost always sends. The vocation and 
mission of the church as a sent people depends on the resurrected 

Jesus as our sender. 
Together with what we have already seen above, resurrec-

tion transforms and empowers Christian mission because (1) 
the Lord of all the earth is the one who sends us; (2) we are 

scripted into this Lord’s resurrection story 
such that our own lives and futures 
are mirrors of his; and (3) the breadth 
of this mission must encompass the 
entirety of the created order. This is 
the Good News: not only a story of 
forgiveness but also a story of power, 
of transformation, and of hope.

In Flannery O’Connor’s short story 
“A Good Man Is Hard to Find,” the 

Misfit explains the world-shattering 
significance of Jesus’ resurrection: “He thrown 

everything off balance. If he did what he said then it’s 
nothing for you to do but throw away everything and follow 

him, and if he didn’t, then it’s nothing for you to do but enjoy 
the few minutes you got left the best way you can.”
With these words O’Connor declared, in concert with the 

New Testament writers, that the Resurrection is everything. Its 
truth or falsity determines whether the world has been irrevocably 

shaken by Easter Sunday or whether, instead, God has left Jesus, 
us, and the entire created order unanswered in our 

cries for salvation. No less than this is at stake 
in our affirmation that Jesus is raised from 
the dead.

J. R. Daniel Kirk is associate professor of New Testa-

ment at Fuller Theological Seminary and author of 

Unlocking Romans: Resurrection and the Justification 

of God (Eerdmans). 

Go to ChristianBibleStudies.com for “A Resurrection  

that Matters,” a Bible study based on this article.
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We Thee Wed
Christianity Today’s August cover story, 

“The Case for Early Marriage,” much 

impressed me. My husband and I com-

menced a life of hardship at ages 20 and 

18, respectively. We married because we 

felt we were supposed to, and stayed 

together for the same reason. Family 

and friends believed our marriage was 

doomed. 

Eight years later, I can see that all of 

our troubles were rooted in the curse 

words of marriage: opinions, preferences, 

and rights. If we train our children to lay 

these things down and devote them-

selves to showing their spouses the love 

of Christ, early marriage won’t be so 

controversial. 

A������� M��������

Rome, Ohio

Mark Regnerus does a great job of 

describing what’s going on in Christian 

culture. But his solution—“weddings all 

around, except for the leftover Christian 

women”—doesn’t correspond to the prob-

lem. This is because he fails to address the 

spiritual aspect of unchastity. Marriage 

may make sex okay, but it does not make 

a spiritual posture of disobedience okay. 

That’s why I found his dismissal, “It 

is unreasonable to expect [young Chris-

tians] to refrain from sex,” so discourag-

ing. In fact, our reasonable act of worship 

goes far beyond abstinence. We can’t 

strengthen marriage until we encour-

age each other with the fact that we can 

resist any temptation. But who is telling 

unmarried Christians that it’s not too 

hard to be a virgin indefinitely? By exten-

sion, who is telling them that a lifelong, 

faithful marriage is possible? And who 

is telling them that Christ trumps every 

other need in their lives? Sadly, no one in 

this cover package does. 

S���� W�������� 

�� Contributing Editor

Durham, North Carolina

Regnerus nailed the problem as articu-

lately as anyone I’ve read. But outside 

of comments like, “Generosity . . . and 

godliness live on far longer than do high 

testosterone and estrogen levels,” he 

provided few answers. My proposal: 

Instead of segregating youth ministries 

from adult ministries, why not encourage 

adult/youth discipleship? Train the older 

men to guide the younger into biblical 

manhood (Titus 2:2, 6), and to look for-

ward to their responsibilities as husbands 

and fathers.

D��� K���

E-mail

Regnerus writes, “[W]hen people wait 

until their mid- to late-20s to marry, it is 

unreasonable to expect them to refrain 

from sex. It’s battling our Creator’s 

reproductive designs.” Has fornication 

stopped being a sin? Pop culture has so 

fanned the flames of our national libido 

that sex is now on par with air to breathe 

as being an undeniable human need. I 

reject this utterly, as any Christian should. 

As to “battling our Creator’s reproduc-

tive designs,” I can’t imagine giving this 

counsel to Joseph when he was tempted 

by Potiphar’s wife. God often has impor-

tant purposes for his followers that may 

well run against “reproductive designs.” 

D����� D�����

Minneola, Florida

Easing Praise Tension
I much enjoyed Brad Harper and 

Paul Louis Metzger’s “Here We Are 

to Worship” [August]. The tragedy of 

the worship wars is that neither set of 

tastes precludes the other. The authors 

characterize traditional hymns as retell-

ings of salvation’s story and praise music 

as intending to transport the soul. Yet 

both theological record and personal 

transformation are important aspects 

of worship. The question regarding any 

worship music is not, “What form does 

this represent?” but rather, “Does this 

honor God?”

If the answer is yes, shouldn’t we, 

young or old, accept with humility 

all expressions of God’s saving work, 

whether played on an organ or a guitar? 

P���� B����

Abilene, Texas

If we train our children to lay down the curse 

words of marriage—opinions, preferences, and 

rights—early marriage won’t be so controversial.

Adrienne Michelson

Rome, Ohio
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he game of “What Makes Us Human?”—or what made us human at some point in our long evolutionary history, so the story goes—continues to provide entertainment. Richard Wrang-ham’s Catching Fire: How Cooking Made Us Human, published earlier this year, must have gladdened many a kitchen. But whatever else we are—forked radishes, sing-ing Neanderthals, political animals, and so on—we are also predictioneers, all of us, in a way that distinguishes us from our fellow creatures. (Prediction + engineer = predic-tioneer.) Like chess players, we look ahead, 

weighing alternative possibilities. By antici-pating what might be, we hope—within our modest sphere of influence—to shape what is. Bruce Bueno de Mesquita—let that name roll off your tongue a couple of times—differs from most of us in that he makes his living doing what humans typically do in a less systematic fashion. He invites us into his workshop in The Predictioneer’s Game: Using the Logic of Brazen Self-Interest to See and Shape the Future(Random House) ★★★★★.As the cheesy subtitle 

suggests (we are brazenly self-interested, you see, and we had better get used to it), parts of Bueno de Mesquita’s brilliant mind are still controlled by his high-school self. If you simply can’t endure another juvenile takedown of Mother Teresa, you should probably skip this book. But if you persist, you’ll get your money’s worth and more from these pages. In fact, I predict that if you do read this book, you’ll be thinking about it for weeks afterward, reminded of it every time you read the newspaper or the headlines on the Web.
Like John Nash, the Nobel Prize–winning mathematician whose life was the subject of the book A Beautiful Mind and the film taking off from it, Bueno de Mesquita is a game theorist: he works with models of complex human interactions, models that assume self-interested behavior (“rational choice”) by all parties. But he differs from Nash in that he’s primarily engaged in applying the theory to negotiations or potential negotiations in many settings, ranging from political conflicts to corporate mergers and litigation. (To intro-duce and demystify the strategic thinking at the heart of game theory, he spends the entire first chapter telling us how to get the best pos-sible deal when buying a new car.) Whatever the nature of the problem at hand, Bueno de Mesquita and his associates conduct extensive interviews with expert observers, identifying the parties with a sig-nificant stake in the outcome and clarifying what they say they want, what their prefer-ences are (how they would rank various possible outcomes), and who among the players might be particularly influential in the negotiation process. The infor-mation thus gathered is fed into a mathematical model that he has refined over the years, and based on the results, he will advise his clients (the cia, various other gov-ernment bodies, corporate boards) how to proceed.
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