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S cripture:  Genesis  22 :1–19;  32 :22–30;  Exodus 3 :1–6;  Ac ts  10:9–23;  Ephesians  6 :10–20; 
Coloss ians  3 :1–17;  2  Timothy 3 

B ased on:  “First  Came the Bible,” by Halee Gray Scott ,  Christ ianity Today,  August 2010

What does Scripture say about her popular 
teaching, characterized by biblicism, spiritual 
warfare, mysticism, and pop psychology?

What Beth Moore 
Can Teach Us About 
Bible Study

B eth Moore has been a prominent and 
popular author of Bible studies and books 
for over a quarter of a century. Halee Gray Scott, 
a former atheist, was a new Christian who came 

under Moore’s sway. “When I completed a Beth Moore Bible study at age 21, 
I was no more than two months into my new faith, a former atheist with a long 
history of living however I pleased,” Scott writes in her article, “First Came the 
Bible” in Christianity Today. “Moore’s study had me searching the Scriptures at 
least five times a week. Her enthusiasm for God’s Word convinced me that the 
seemingly stiff, impenetrable book had legs—that its insights could actually 
make a difference in my everyday life.”

Scott points to four main themes that permeate Moore’s work: biblicism, 
spiritual warfare, mysticism, and popular psychology. What place should they 
hold in our approach to Scripture and Bible study? Is Beth Moore on the right 
track? This Bible study’s goal is to find the biblical foundations of these themes, 
with a view to responsible application in our Christian lives.
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This Bible study can be used for an individual 
or a group. If you intend to lead a group study, 
follow these simple suggestions.

How to use this 
resource for a 
group study

1Make enough copies of the article for everyone                                      
in the group. If you would like your group to have                             

more information, feel free to copy the leader’s guide for them as well.

2Don’t feel that you have to use all the material in the study. Almost all of 
our studies have more information than you can get through in one 

session, so feel free to pick and choose the teaching information and 
questions that will meet the needs of your group. Use the teaching content of 
the study in any of these ways: for your own background and information; to 
read aloud (or summarize) to the group; for the group to read silently.

3Make sure your group agrees to complete confidentiality. This is essential 
to getting people to open up.

4When working through the questions, be willing to make yourself 
vulnerable. It ’s important for your group to know that others share their 

experiences. Make honesty and openness a priority in your group.

5Begin and end the session in prayer.
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Part 1 Identify the Current Issue
N o t e  t o  l e a d e r :  Pr o v i d e  e a c h  p e r s o n  w i t h  “ Fi r s t  C a m e  t h e  B i b l e”  f r o m 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  To d a y,  i n c l u d e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  s t u d y.

Beth Moore is a dynamic teacher and sincere servant of Jesus Christ. Scott notes, however, 
that her teachings and influence emerge from a particular set of circumstances and an 
individual context. “Writers, teachers, and leaders,” Scott says, “share an understanding 
that we write, teach, and lead from who we are.” Since evangelicals believe in the primacy 
of Scripture in setting our direction for life and faith, how are we to view Moore’s four 
emphases? How do we study Scripture in light of them? 

Moore’s emphases admirably start with the Bible. What does the Bible say about itself 
(biblicism), our battle against demonic foes (spiritual warfare), the possibility and limits 
of personal encounters with and experience of God (mysticism), and human-centered, 
emotion-based coping strategies (pop psychology)? Can each of these emphases be found 
in Scripture? And if so, what are some potential pitfalls?

Discussion Starters:
[Q] When you face a personal problem, to whom or to what do you turn for help? 
Why?

[Q] When it comes to evil, do you believe it is an active, personal force outside of 
ourselves, or is evil our own weakness and sin personified? Explain.

[Q] Have you ever experienced God personally in your mind or emotions? How did 
you know this experience was of God?

[Q] How much credence do you give to pop psychologists such as Dr. Phil, Dr. Ruth, 
Dr. Laura, or “Dear Abby”? How much wisdom is available from such people?

Optional Activity: Leader—before your group meets,  go to your 
church l ibrar y or local  Christian bookstore.  Take an inventor y of  the 
books that cover biblicism, spiritual  war fare,  mysticism, and pop 
psychology.  Discuss which emphases predominate,  and why.  What 
might your church community be missing out on?
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Part 2 Discover the Eternal Principles
Teaching Point One: God’s Word is a trustworthy guide for our lives.

Beth Moore’s first teaching emphasis is biblicism, or a deep confidence in God’s Word. “She 
uses commentaries and concordances when writing her studies,” Scott reports, “but she relies 
primarily on her own intuition when interpreting and applying Scripture. In Believing God, 
she writes, ‘In my personal research, I get a little worried when I can’t get Scripture to teach 
Scripture. If I can find no other scriptural back-up, I tend to think I am better off accepting 
by faith what I cannot explain by reason and leaving it to God. I do not pretend to understand 
everything in the Bible, but many precepts are affirmed often enough to warrant deep roots in 
our belief systems.’”

Read 2 Timothy 3.

[Q] Paul lists character qualities and actions that reveal godlessness in the last days (vv. 1–9). 
Make a list of all that you can find here. How many of these characterize your life? 

• What are we to do with such people (v. 5b)? What will happen to such people (v. 9)? 

• What lack do the deceivers and the deceived share in common? 

Le a d e r ’s  N o t e :  L a c k  o f  l o v e  f o r  G o d  a n d  h i s  Wo r d.

[Q] Make a new list of the things Timothy has seen in Paul (vv. 10–17). Give each item a 
modern-usage synonym. 

[Q] Why does Paul ask Timothy to consider his personal example? Could we do the same? 

[Q] What are believers promised (v. 12)? What are unbelievers promised (v. 13)? Which is 
worse? Why?

[Q] What is Timothy urged to do (v. 14)? Why? How might that apply to us?

[Q] How do the Scriptures produce wisdom for the faithful? Can you have faith without 
wisdom, or vice versa?

[Q] What makes Scripture different from all other sources of wisdom (v. 16)? 

Teaching Point Two: We are in a spiritual battle and need spiritual 
weapons to fight it.

Moore’s commitment to the Bible has not led to a dry application of verses to the multitude 
of problems that confront us in life. She knows that personal and relational wholeness are not 

www.christianbiblestudies.com


Christianity Today Bible Study
What Beth Moore Can Teach Us About Bible Study
L e a d e r ’s  G u i d e

©2010 Christianity Today International		  ChristianBibleStudies.com
5

simply a matter of good intentions and willpower, or even obedience (though that is 
always a good place to start). Sometimes the battle is waged not just in the heart but in 
the heavenlies. 

“The publication of Breaking Free marked a critical change in the direction of Moore’s 
teaching,” Scott says. “In it she turned from teaching traditional Bible study classes to 
teaching believers how to find release from any bondage or ‘captivity that hinders the 
abundant and effective Spirit-filled life God planned for him or her.’ While she continues 
to write topical studies and profiles of biblical figures, generational strongholds and 
bondage are prominent themes in her work, particularly in Breaking Free, Praying God’s 
Word, and When Godly People Do Ungodly Things.” 

Read Ephesians 6:10–20.

[Q] We are told to be strong in the strength of the Lord (v. 10) and to put on his 
armor to protect us against the devil (v. 11). Why didn’t Paul tell us to put on our own 
armor? What might be examples of our own armor? 

[Q] Who are our foes (v. 12)? Does this mean we are to look for “a demon under 
every bush” when facing psychological or emotional issues? 

• What insight does this passage provide when our standard helping techniques 
fail? 

• How do we balance the truths of demonic opposition and psychological need? 
Why do you think we tend to focus on one or the other?

[Q] Paul lists the elements of the armor of God (vv. 13–17). Discuss what each piece 
represents, and how to appropriate it in your own life. What elements of the Christian 
life does each cover? 

• Which is the only offensive weapon listed (v. 17)?

[Q] Besides putting on the armor, what else are we to do (vv. 18–20)? What does this 
look like in your life? 

Teaching Point Three: When God speaks to his people, the result is 
always greater faith and faithfulness.

Moore has, in recent years, also focused on a form of Christian mysticism—the desire to 
receive extra-biblical revelations from God. Scott says, “Moore claims that God directly 
communicates with her, such as when she says in the Believing God video, ‘And this came 
as a direct revelation of the Spirit, because this would never have come to me. I know God 
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spoke this over me as he began turning through a concordance in my mind and I started 
thinking about one Scripture after another.’ In almost every book or Bible study, Moore 
relates experiences of direct revelation from God or conversations with God.” 

Different branches of the Christian church view this subject—no surprise—differently. 
Some say that, with the completion of Scripture, such revelations are no longer necessary. 
Others say that God still communicates directly to his people, especially in areas where 
access to Scripture is restricted. Responsible commentators note that if God does still 
communicate through voices, visions, or dreams, he never contradicts his Word and 
directs people to it.

Read Genesis 22:1–19; Genesis 32:22–30; Exodus 3:1–6; and Acts 10:9–23.

[Q] In the first Genesis passage, the Lord tests Abraham’s faith, calling him to 
sacrifice his son before providing a ram in Isaac’s place. What was God seeking in this 
encounter? 

[Q] In Genesis 32, Jacob wrestles with God’s angel and receives God’s blessing. What 
do you think that was about?

[Q] In Exodus 3, Moses is surprised by the presence of God, and it changes his life. 
How does sensing God’s presence in the daily activities of life affect our priorities?

[Q] In Acts 10, God tells Peter it is time to receive Gentiles as full brothers and 
sisters in the faith. Why did God have to go to such “trouble” to convince Peter of this 
change in course? Has God ever used something dramatic to get your attention? 

Teaching Point Four: Christians are to live like who we are.

Scott notes that Beth Moore has begun adding pop psychology to her pedagogical quiver. 
While pop psychology has undeniable (and culturally conditioned) limitations, there 
are lessons Moore has learned in her life that can be applied to others. “Moore’s works 
have always been therapeutic in that she demonstrates a consistent concern for freedom 
and healing in her own life and the lives of her readers,” Scott says. “But in these recent 
books, Moore focuses more on popular psychology and personal experience than on the 
Scriptures.”

But personal experience can only take us so far in Bible study, as good as God may have 
been to us. We need to know not only that he can heal and deliver, but when and why. We 
need to grasp what he expects of us, in both words and pictures. This passage can help.
Read Colossians 3:1–17.
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[Q] Paul describes believers in two ways (vv. 1–4): dead to our old life, and raised with 
Christ. This status causes us to live differently. Such living begins in our mind. What 
verbs does Paul use to encourage us to think about our new condition? How do we do 
these things?

[Q] Though we have died with Christ, our sin lives on, at least partly; otherwise, we 
would not have to put it to death (vv. 5–11). List the things we are called to kill in our 
lives. 

• Why is it so hard to do this? What might be some strategies to help us?

[Q] After speaking negatively, Paul switches to the positive, urging us to put on good 
things, to live in the resurrection we have already received (vv. 12–17). Which of these 
involve attitudes of the heart, and which involve actions? Why must we put on both? 

Part 3 Apply Your Findings
The Bible is the main source of our knowledge about God and the Christian life, as 2 
Timothy 3:16 says. And yet it is not simply a textbook that we read and memorize to “get best 
results.” Some parts of Scripture are clearer than others, and people are complex, multifaceted 
beings created in the image of God. We live in a messy, oft-confusing world in which things 
are not always what they appear. So to some extent we must also look to non-scriptural (not 
necessarily unbiblical) sources for knowledge and growth.

This study looks at four such sources: the Bible, spiritual warfare, mysticism, and pop 
psychology. While the last three are subject to debate among Christians, the Bible gives us the 
context and guidelines we need to evaluate them critically. They are neither completely good 
nor completely bad if we keep God’s Word in charge. May it, the community of God, and 
his Spirit guide us as we seek his wisdom and discernment and draw closer to the God of all 
comfort.

Action Point:  Draw up a l ist  of  examples from your own l ife following 
the outline Paul gives in 2 Timothy 3:10–11.  Spend time in private prayer 
reflecting on how God has used you in areas where you see godliness in 
action,  and ask for his  help and forgiveness in those where you don’t.

	 — Stan Guthrie is author of the forthcoming All That Jesus Asks: How His Questions 	
	      Can Teach and Transform Us (Baker). A CT editor at large, he writes a monthly 
	       column for BreakPoint.org and blogs at stanguthrie.com. 
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Recommended Resources
¿ ChristianBibleStudies.com

• Understanding and Applying the Bible: This Spiritual Formation e-Booklet will 
help individuals learn how to get the most out of reading and studying the Bible 
with the goal of getting to know God better.

• Become a Literate Christian: Looks at the importance of understanding the Bible 
and classic texts to deepen your faith.

• Can I Trust My Bible?: Discusses inerrancy and truth in Scripture.

• The Fascination with Secular Spirituality: Compares trendy spirituality with the 
Bible and church tradition.

• Spiritual Warfare: This 6-session study looks at how we are to take up the “whole 
armor of God” so that we might stand and fight in the evil day.

		
¨ Understanding and Applying the Bible, by Robertson McQuilkin (Moody, 1992). A 
classic text on biblical hermeneutics and the Christian life. 

¨ Deep Wounds, Deep Healing: Discovering the Vital Link between Spiritual Warfare 
and Inner Healing, by Charles H. Kraft (Vine Books, 2004). An expert on the demonic 
applies his knowledge to the problems Christians face. 

¨ The Pursuit of God, by A. W. Tozer (CreateSpace, 2010). How do we not only know 
God, but experience him in our lives? 

¨ Inside Out, by Larry Crabb (NavPress, 2007). A thoughtful exploration of the biblical 
basis for psychological insights. 

¿ www.lproof.org is Beth Moore’s website.

www.christianbiblestudies.com
http://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/unandapbi.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/belich.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/canitrmybi.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/fawisesp.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/spwa.html
www.lproof.org
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Biblicism, Mysticism, and Moore: Beth 
Moore’s teachings are rooted in Scripture, 
though she’s primarily self-taught.



	 A u g u s t  2 0 1 0   |   C H R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A y 27

wasn’t far along  in my  
Christian journey when I 
first came across the works 
of Beth Moore. When I 
completed a Beth Moore 
Bible study at age 21, I was 
no more than two months 
into my new faith, a former 

atheist with a long history of living however 
I pleased. Moore’s study had me searching 
the Scriptures at least five times a week. Her 
enthusiasm for God’s Word convinced me 
that the seemingly stiff, impenetrable book 
had legs—that its insights could actually make 
a difference in my everyday life.

In 1984, Moore began teaching an aerobics 
and Bible study class for women. Aerobics 
was eventually dropped, and women began 
asking her for homework “like all the other 
classes have.” In response to their request, 
Moore wrote what would later become 
her first published Bible study, A Woman’s 
Heart, God’s Dwelling Place, which focuses 
on the construction of the Old Testament 
tabernacle. 

Since then, Moore has become a prolific 
writer, composing more than 20 best-selling 
books and Bible studies ranging from profiles 
of heroic biblical figures to topical studies 
such as Breaking Free, Believing God, Living 
Beyond Yourself, and When Godly People 
Do Ungodly Things. In addition to her Bible 
studies, Moore has written poetry and about 

topics such as motherhood, insecurity, how to 
pray God’s Word, and finding freedom from 
oppressive situations. 

Four fundamental themes are threaded 
throughout Moore’s various writing genres: 
biblicism, spiritual warfare, mysticism, and, 
more recently, popular psychology.

Biblicism
Moore is truly a Bible teacher. Her teaching 
is rooted in her strong affinity for Scripture. 
She does not show much interest in theology 
or tradition, distrusting the way the academy 
has, at times, handled the Bible. “Godless 
philosophies have not been my temptation,” 
Moore comments. “In my life experience, the 
most dangerously influential opinions have 
been those held by intellectuals and scholars 
who profess Christianity but deny the verac-
ity and present power of Scripture.” Although 
Moore believes that seminaries are neces-
sary despite the “stunning arrogance” and 
“theological snobbery” that reside in them, 
she argues, “Psalm 131 reminds us that [the 
Scriptures] are not primarily for seminaries, 
dissertations, and theological treatments. 
They are primarily for everyday living on 
the third rock from the sun.” 

Moore is primarily self-taught. She uses 
commentaries and concordances when writ-
ing her studies, but she relies primarily on her 
own intuition when interpreting and apply-
ing Scripture. In Believing God, she writes, “In 

my personal research, I get a little worried 
when I can’t get Scripture to teach Scripture. 
If I can find no other scriptural back-up, I 
tend to think I am better off accepting by faith 
what I cannot explain by reason and leav-
ing it to God. I do not pretend to understand 
everything in the Bible, but many precepts 
are affirmed often enough to warrant deep 
roots in our belief systems.”

Moore’s strict adherence to biblicism 
echoes the question Tertullian posed two 
centuries after the birth of Christ: “What has 
Athens to do with Jerusalem? What com-
munion is there between the academy and 
the church?” Because of this, Moore is not 
able to draw, as much as she might, on the 
solid biblical and theological scholarship that 
emanates from trustworthy seminaries and 
universities, teaching that actually guards us 
against heresy and reminds us of the hard 
lessons of history. Then again, in a culture 
of disbelief, in a time when many seminaries 
and universities are indeed questioning the 
authority, infallibility, and inspiration of the 
Bible, Moore’s passionate defense of God’s 
Word is surely compelling. 

Spiritual Warfare
The publication of Breaking Free marked a 
critical change in the direction of Moore’s 
teaching. In it she turned from teaching tra-
ditional Bible study classes to teaching believ-
ers how to find release from any bondage 
or “captivity that hinders the abundant and 
effective Spirit-filled life God planned for 
him or her.” While she continues to write 
topical studies and profiles of biblical figures, 
generational strongholds and bondage are 
prominent themes in her work, particularly 
in Breaking Free, Praying God’s Word, and 
When Godly People Do Ungodly Things.

Moore tends to portray humans as victims 
of sin either through generational strongholds, 
bondage from past sins, or increasing oppres-
sion by Satanic influences. Her primary claim 
in When Godly People Do Ungodly Things 
is that demonic assault on Christians has 
reached “a whole ‘new’ level” because we are 
in the last days and “must prepare ourselves to 
deal with the assault that is here and the one 
that is coming.” According to Moore, “igno-
rance, spiritual passion that exceeds spiritual 
knowledge, a lack of discernment, and a lack 
of self-discernment” all lead Christians to sin 
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First Came  
the Bible
Four themes that characterize Beth Moore’s 
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or to seasons of Satanic oppression.
Moore’s strong emphasis on spiritual war-

fare sometimes threatens to eclipse the fullness 
of human fallenness: we are indeed victims 
trapped in sin, but we are also responsible for 
our moral choices. Still, plenty in her writ-
ings highlights the importance of confession 
of sin, and Scripture makes clear that spiritual 
warfare is a danger for Christians. And, as the 
popularity of Moore’s teaching suggests, it is 
still something Christians wrestle with. 

Mysticism
In contrast with Moore’s biblicism is her 
mysticism. By this I don’t mean medieval 
mysticism or new age mysticism, but that 
which is more broadly understood as faith 
that includes direct encounters with God. 
Often, in her teaching and writings, Moore 
claims that God directly communicates with 
her, such as when she says in the Believing God 

video, “And this came as a direct revelation 
of the Spirit, because this would never have 
come to me. I know God spoke this over me 
as he began turning through a concordance 
in my mind and I started thinking about one 
Scripture after another.” In almost every book 
or Bible study, Moore relates experiences of 
direct revelation from God or conversations 
with God. 

Moore has been criticized for her involve-
ment in a video titled Be Still, which describes 
the importance of contemplative prayer in the 
believer’s life. According to the teachers in the 
video, contemplative prayer is slowing down 
and silencing yourself in the midst of a busy and 
noisy culture to not only talk to God but listen 
to him as well. Critics argue that contemplative 
prayer is rooted in Eastern mysticism and thus 
not a practice that Christians should engage in. 
This criticism is part of a larger debate about 
the nature and necessity of spiritual formation 
in light of Scripture’s sufficiency for knowing 
and understanding God. 

Naturally, repeated references to direct 
access to God can backfire. Readers may 
believe that direct revelation is normative, 

that a lack of such experiences means some-
thing is wrong. And, as with many Bible 
teachers, it is often hard to discern if some-
thing is direct communication from God 
or simply Moore’s thoughts on the matter. 
But no doubt Moore has a rich and personal 
relationship with God, and such comments 
do have a way of modeling what is in fact 
available to all of us in Christ. 

Popular Psychology
A more recent turn in Moore’s writing is 
toward popular psychology, particularly in 
Get Out of That Pit and So Long, Insecurity. 
Moore’s works have always been therapeutic 
in that she demonstrates a consistent concern 
for freedom and healing in her own life and 
the lives of her readers. But in these recent 
books, Moore focuses more on popular psy-
chology and personal experience than on  
the Scriptures.

Although Moore claims Get Out of That 
Pit is a biblical analysis of the ways people get 
into “pits” and the ways they can get out, the 
book is primarily grounded in human experi-
ence, though reinforced with an initial word 
study and peppered with proof-texts. 

“Oftentimes,” writes Moore, “the precepts 
I feel the most urgency to teach are those 
lessons I learned the hard way.” Insecurity 
has always been a looming issue throughout 
her life. In So Long, Insecurity, Moore claims 
that she completed “research” for the book, 
but the book is mainly composed of her own 
insights and anecdotes from friends and those 
who write to her on her blog. The first half 
of the book is devoted to seven factors that 
contribute to the insecurity of “the whole 
mess of us born with a pair of X chromo-
somes,” while the remainder of the book is 
devoted to finding security in God. To be fair, 
this book includes a lot of wisdom, but it is 
long on anecdotes and short on theology and 
biblical analysis.

Writers, teachers, and leaders share an 
understanding that we write, teach, and lead 
from who we are. In this way, Moore’s trend 

toward popular psychology is understandable 
given her own story. Throughout her works, 
Moore is transparent about several traumatic 
experiences early in her life. She also affirms 
that she has found a great deal of freedom 
and healing. So it’s not surprising that these 
experiences shape Moore’s approach to the 
Scriptures and spiritual life in general, and 
may explain Moore’s move toward psycho-
logical themes. 

	
Leader in Biblical Literacy
One hopes that Moore’s foray into psychology 
is just that, a foray. Many professed biblical 
teachers rely more on popular psychology 
than on sound biblical analysis, but few can 
mine the riches of Scripture and apply them to 
everyday life with the giftedness that Moore 
has demonstrated over the past 26 years.

Early in her career, Moore said she 
believed her calling was to enhance the 
church’s biblical literacy, specifically “guid-
ing believers to live and to love God’s Word.” 
For many years, Moore remained focused and 
committed to that calling, and she led a well-
ordered, disciplined life in order to do so.  

Moore has not only provided a level of 
biblical literacy for women in a time and place 
when it is scarce. She also continues to urge 
women to dig deeply into their Bibles every 
day, as she did for me as a young believer. She 
urges women to do their own research, and 
she has provided opportunities for women 
to fellowship with one another as they grow 
in God’s Word.

Moore displays a humble heart. She is 
willing and eager to learn and admit where 
she errs. She avoids the prosperity gospel 
and, unlike many popular teachers, is honest 
about the presence of suffering in the Chris-
tian life.

We would do well in our churches to 
follow her lead, to allow and give women 
more opportunities to find their callings 
as teachers of God’s Word, and, as Moore 
writes, to “persist in them.” 

Halee Gray Scott is a writer and a faculty 

member at Wesley Seminary and A. W. Tozer 

Theological Seminary. She is a Ph.D. candidate 

at Talbot School of Theology, where her research 

interests include leadership development and 

spiritual formation.  

Go to ChristianBibleStudies.com for “What  

Beth Moore Can Teach Us about Bible Study,”  

a Bible study based on this article.

Writers, teachers, and leaders share an  
understanding that we write, teach, and  
lead from who we are, so Moore’s trend  
toward popular psychology is understand-
able given her own story.
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We Thee Wed
Christianity Today’s August cover story, 

“The Case for Early Marriage,” much 

impressed me. My husband and I com-

menced a life of hardship at ages 20 and 

18, respectively. We married because we 

felt we were supposed to, and stayed 

together for the same reason. Family 

and friends believed our marriage was 

doomed. 

Eight years later, I can see that all of 

our troubles were rooted in the curse 

words of marriage: opinions, preferences, 

and rights. If we train our children to lay 

these things down and devote them-

selves to showing their spouses the love 

of Christ, early marriage won’t be so 

controversial. 

A������� M��������

Rome, Ohio

Mark Regnerus does a great job of 

describing what’s going on in Christian 

culture. But his solution—“weddings all 

around, except for the leftover Christian 

women”—doesn’t correspond to the prob-

lem. This is because he fails to address the 

spiritual aspect of unchastity. Marriage 

may make sex okay, but it does not make 

a spiritual posture of disobedience okay. 

That’s why I found his dismissal, “It 

is unreasonable to expect [young Chris-

tians] to refrain from sex,” so discourag-

ing. In fact, our reasonable act of worship 

goes far beyond abstinence. We can’t 

strengthen marriage until we encour-

age each other with the fact that we can 

resist any temptation. But who is telling 

unmarried Christians that it’s not too 

hard to be a virgin indefinitely? By exten-

sion, who is telling them that a lifelong, 

faithful marriage is possible? And who 

is telling them that Christ trumps every 

other need in their lives? Sadly, no one in 

this cover package does. 

S���� W�������� 

�� Contributing Editor

Durham, North Carolina

Regnerus nailed the problem as articu-

lately as anyone I’ve read. But outside 

of comments like, “Generosity . . . and 

godliness live on far longer than do high 

testosterone and estrogen levels,” he 

provided few answers. My proposal: 

Instead of segregating youth ministries 

from adult ministries, why not encourage 

adult/youth discipleship? Train the older 

men to guide the younger into biblical 

manhood (Titus 2:2, 6), and to look for-

ward to their responsibilities as husbands 

and fathers.

D��� K���

E-mail

Regnerus writes, “[W]hen people wait 

until their mid- to late-20s to marry, it is 

unreasonable to expect them to refrain 

from sex. It’s battling our Creator’s 

reproductive designs.” Has fornication 

stopped being a sin? Pop culture has so 

fanned the flames of our national libido 

that sex is now on par with air to breathe 

as being an undeniable human need. I 

reject this utterly, as any Christian should. 

As to “battling our Creator’s reproduc-

tive designs,” I can’t imagine giving this 

counsel to Joseph when he was tempted 

by Potiphar’s wife. God often has impor-

tant purposes for his followers that may 

well run against “reproductive designs.” 

D����� D�����

Minneola, Florida

Easing Praise Tension
I much enjoyed Brad Harper and 

Paul Louis Metzger’s “Here We Are 

to Worship” [August]. The tragedy of 

the worship wars is that neither set of 

tastes precludes the other. The authors 

characterize traditional hymns as retell-

ings of salvation’s story and praise music 

as intending to transport the soul. Yet 

both theological record and personal 

transformation are important aspects 

of worship. The question regarding any 

worship music is not, “What form does 

this represent?” but rather, “Does this 

honor God?”

If the answer is yes, shouldn’t we, 

young or old, accept with humility 

all expressions of God’s saving work, 

whether played on an organ or a guitar? 

P���� B����

Abilene, Texas

If we train our children to lay down the curse 

words of marriage—opinions, preferences, and 

rights—early marriage won’t be so controversial.

Adrienne Michelson

Rome, Ohio
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he game of “What Makes Us Human?”—or what made us human at some point in our long evolutionary history, so the story goes—continues to provide entertainment. Richard Wrang-ham’s Catching Fire: How Cooking Made Us Human, published earlier this year, must have gladdened many a kitchen. But whatever else we are—forked radishes, sing-ing Neanderthals, political animals, and so on—we are also predictioneers, all of us, in a way that distinguishes us from our fellow creatures. (Prediction + engineer = predic-tioneer.) Like chess players, we look ahead, 

weighing alternative possibilities. By antici-pating what might be, we hope—within our modest sphere of influence—to shape what is. Bruce Bueno de Mesquita—let that name roll off your tongue a couple of times—differs from most of us in that he makes his living doing what humans typically do in a less systematic fashion. He invites us into his workshop in The Predictioneer’s Game: Using the Logic of Brazen Self-Interest to See and Shape the Future(Random House) ★★★★★.As the cheesy subtitle 

suggests (we are brazenly self-interested, you see, and we had better get used to it), parts of Bueno de Mesquita’s brilliant mind are still controlled by his high-school self. If you simply can’t endure another juvenile takedown of Mother Teresa, you should probably skip this book. But if you persist, you’ll get your money’s worth and more from these pages. In fact, I predict that if you do read this book, you’ll be thinking about it for weeks afterward, reminded of it every time you read the newspaper or the headlines on the Web.
Like John Nash, the Nobel Prize–winning mathematician whose life was the subject of the book A Beautiful Mind and the film taking off from it, Bueno de Mesquita is a game theorist: he works with models of complex human interactions, models that assume self-interested behavior (“rational choice”) by all parties. But he differs from Nash in that he’s primarily engaged in applying the theory to negotiations or potential negotiations in many settings, ranging from political conflicts to corporate mergers and litigation. (To intro-duce and demystify the strategic thinking at the heart of game theory, he spends the entire first chapter telling us how to get the best pos-sible deal when buying a new car.) Whatever the nature of the problem at hand, Bueno de Mesquita and his associates conduct extensive interviews with expert observers, identifying the parties with a sig-nificant stake in the outcome and clarifying what they say they want, what their prefer-ences are (how they would rank various possible outcomes), and who among the players might be particularly influential in the negotiation process. The infor-mation thus gathered is fed into a mathematical model that he has refined over the years, and based on the results, he will advise his clients (the cia, various other gov-ernment bodies, corporate boards) how to proceed.

Pondering Our Next MoveDo even Christians operate from ‘brazen self-interest’ in 
interacting with others and with God? By John Wilson
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